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CASE STUDIES OF STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT IN COASTAL ZONE

Zhang Luoping Chen Weiqi Liu Yan Chen Bin

( Key Laboratory of Marine Environmental Science of the Ministry of Education, Environmental Science Research Center, Xiamen University , Xiamen 361005)

Hong Huasheng Xue Xiongzhi

Abstract The mistakes made in decision-making process would result in more serious environmental problems than in
project process. How to reduce or avoid negative environmental impact caused by decision-making, and push decision-
making towards sustainability, strategic environmental assessment ( SEA) was considered one of the most effective ap-
proaches and tools. Based on the three case studies of SEA in the coastal zone of Xiamen, China, the objects, contents,
methodologies, and effects of SEA were compared and discussed systematically in this paper. The results showed that the
higher the level of SEA’s object was, the larger the effect of SEA was, and the earlier SEA was involved in decision-

making, the more effective SEA embedded and affected decision-making. The conceptual framework of environmental

protection principle proposed before decision-making was developed, and found very efficacious.
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